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them to protect the most vulnerable

among us. As a doctor and as a legis-

lator, I will always stand for life.
STRONG AMERICAN MILITARY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, as Congress prepares to con-
sider the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, our Nation continues to face
national security threats abroad. I am
proud that this legislation protects our
military from the administration’s
reckless spending cuts that would have
made Americans less safe. It also pro-
vides a 2.7 percent pay raise for our Na-
tion’s servicemembers and protects
their right to personal expression.

This bill would allow our troops to
make their own choice on whether to
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. It would
prohibit them from being dishonorably
discharged for making their own
healthcare decisions. Furthermore,
this legislation would increase security
on our southern border. It acknowl-
edges the record number of illegal
crossings which is truly a national se-
curity crisis.

With the threat of global terrorism
on the rise, now is not the time to
allow our borders to be more vulner-
able. President Reagan once said that
we maintain peace through our
strength and that weakness only in-
vites aggression.

Now is the time for a strong United
States military. Now is the time for
that peace through strength. And now
is the time to pass the National De-
fense Authorization Act and to con-
tinue to protect each and every Amer-
ican.

————
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, women’s freedom to choose their re-
productive care is under attack by poli-
ticians who want to control their deci-
sions.

A woman’s freedom to make a deci-
sion on this very private, personal mat-
ter should be respected and should be
left to her alone together with her fam-
ily and her doctor and guided by her
faith.

Politicians and government should
have no control. Yet 3 weeks ago, my
home State of Texas passed one of the
strictest abortion bills in the country
which on its face is unconstitutional.

Politicians in Texas are trying to
control women’s freedom to choose and
the progress that we have made in the
last 50 years. It also allows anyone—
anyone—in the country to file a law-
suit against a provider, family, friend,
clergy, Uber driver, Lyft driver, and
anyone who assists a woman seeking
an abortion. If successful, the plaintiffs
get $10,000.

In fact, just last week two individ-
uals, not even from Texas, filed law-
suits against a doctor from San Anto-
nio who publicly acknowledged that he
had performed an abortion outside the
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legal limits of this Texas law. One of
the plaintiffs even admitted that his
reason for filing this suit was the
$10,000 bounty. He needed the money.

This is outrageous and must be
stopped. Texas already has some of the
most restrictive abortion laws in the
country.

Before this law entered into effect,
my home State already required
women to get mandatory sonograms,
and we also have a 24-hour waiting pe-
riod. Now this law makes existing re-
strictions even worse.

Texas has almost 7 million women
aged 15 to 49 out of a total of 75 million
in this age group in the entire country.
So we make up now one in ten of the
U.S. women of reproductive age. All
these women all over Texas now have
no choices. Now, effectively, Roe V.
Wade is meaningless.

Madam Speaker, women’s freedom to
choose what to do with their bodies is
hanging by a thread, and Congress
can’t sit idle.

Last week, I visited Planned Parent-
hood’s headquarters in my district and
heard horrific stories about how this
draconian law is affecting women in
my region.

On September 1, the day that Texas
law took effect, one Texas woman
learned she was about 5 weeks preg-
nant—and still within the new legal
limits in the Texas law to obtain an
abortion in Texas. But at the same
visit she also learned that she had
COVID-19. By the time she would finish
her quarantine period it would be too
late to get an abortion in Texas and
she would then have to go out of State
for care.

On September 2, Planned Parenthood
providers saw a patient for an
ultrasound that showed she was under 6
weeks and still within the new legal
limits of the Texas law. When she came
back the next day after the State man-
dated 24-hour waiting period, the sec-
ond sonogram showed she had passed
the new legal limit. Overnight she lost
access to an abortion in Texas.

Here is another story. A few days
after the Texas law took effect, a
woman walked into the Planned Par-
enthood’s health center after trying to
self-manage an abortion. Having no
money or resources, she had turned to
the internet where she found some
abortion tea. She took it, and it didn’t
work. The ultrasound showed she was
past the new legal limit, and doctors in
Texas couldn’t help her. She too was
now forced to seek care out of State or
to continue with her pregnancy.

Then, Madam Speaker, I am sure you
heard about tropical storm Nicholas.
The storm made landfall during some
patients’ State mandated 24-hour wait-
ing period. They were hunkered down.
They couldn’t get to the clinic, and the
clinic was closed. They lost their right
to an abortion during that time period.

Another case I heard of was from a
44-year-old patient, already a parent,
who didn’t think she could have any
more children but learned that she was
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pregnant at 7 weeks, just past the legal
limits of the new Texas law. This pa-
tient was never planning to stay with
her current partner and now, due to
this pregnancy, feels pressured to re-
main in that relationship.

Madam Speaker, these cases are
heartbreaking, and I am sure we will
hear more and worse because women’s
lives are at risk. And although I am en-
couraged to know the Justice Depart-
ment is acting on this, Congress needs
to act, and this is why we must pass
H.R. 3755.

———

HONORING LARRY JOE
ALEXANDER OF JERSEYVILLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today in honor
of Larry Joe Alexander of Jerseyville
who passed away on September 6 at the
age of b7.

After graduating from Jersey Com-
munity High School, Larry attended
Worsham College of Mortuary Science
and obtained his degree in funeral di-
recting and embalming.

Larry married his true love, Julie
Ann Calvey, in 1989. After building a
beautiful life together, Julie passed
away on May 14, 2016, after a brave bat-
tle with cancer.

In 1985 Larry started his career in the
funeral home business. In 1992 Larry
was elected as the Jersey County Cor-
oner and continued to hold that office
until his death. Larry was a member of
the First Assembly of God church in
Jerseyville, the Jersey County Repub-
lican Party, the Shriners, Full Moon
Masonic Lodge 341, the Scottish Rite,
and many other organizations.

His passing is a loss for the 13th Dis-
trict and everyone who had the pleas-
ure of knowing him. In the past few
months, Larry and his daughters have
been in the process of creating a schol-
arship in his wife, Julie’s, memory. His
daughter, Alyssa, and niece, Kari Jo,
have decided to honor both their par-
ents with a joint education scholar-
ship.

Shannon and I send our thoughts and
prayers to Alyssa, Kari Jo, and the rest
of Larry’s family.

Larry, may you rest in peace my
friend.
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE OF
WILLIAM HAINE

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
my good friend, William Haine, for his
distinguished service to the State of I1-
linois and the American people.

Bill was born in Alton in 1944. He at-
tended St. Patrick’s Grade School and
Marquette High School in Alton, and
received a Bachelor’s Degree from St.
Louis University. Soon after, he en-
listed and served in Vietnam as a mem-
ber of the First Cavalry Division, earn-
ing the Bronze Star for Meritorious
Service in Combat Operations.
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After returning home from Vietnam,
he earned his juris doctorate from St.
Louis University, where he met his fu-
ture wife, Anna.

Bill began his career as a clerk for
George Moran of the Fifth Appellate
Court District. He soon became an as-
sistant public defender while entering
into private practice. Bill’s illustrious
career of public service began with his
election to the Madison County Board.
He was then elected to multiple terms
as the Madison County State’s Attor-
ney and eventually as a State Senator
in the 13th District. At the time of
Bill’s passing just a few weeks ago, he
was serving on the Illinois State Board
of Elections.

Bill was a member of many civic and
religious organizations, including the
Knights of Columbus, the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jeru-
salem, and the American Legion and
VFW.

One of my favorite stories about Sen-
ator Haine was when he and his family
and his wife, Anna, came to tour Wash-
ington, D.C., and I had a chance to
take him on the House floor here and
on the Senate floor where Bill, who
wasn’t in the best health when he
came, decided to sit down in the Sen-
ate, and an overzealous Senate staffer
came out and said: “‘I’'m sorry, but that
chair is reserved for a Senator.” And
Bill said: “I’'m a Senator.”

And I happily reminded that over-
zealous staffer at the time that it was
actually a staff member’s chair and
Bill was okay sitting there while we
showed the glorious splendor of what
we get to see every day.

Shannon, my kids, we send our heart-
felt prayers to his wife, his seven chil-
dren, his 38 grandchildren, and his
great grandchild.

Bill’s commitment to public service
was second to none.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JOE CHAMPLEY

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize one of my best friends in the
world, Joe Champley, who was honored
as Taylorville Junior High School’s
Teacher of the Month for September.
Joe has over 30 years of experience
serving as a teacher, coach, mentor,
and friend to so many in our commu-
nity.

Joe received Taylorville Junior High
School’s Red Apple Award which hon-
ors his outstanding dedication to stu-
dents and staff. As an instructor, his
compassion and care for kids is un-
matched, as is his humor. He teaches
because he believes teachers can make
a difference in kids’ lives, and he hopes
to lead them down the right path. And
I can count countless numbers of kids
who have gone through the junior high
school that I went to who Joe has
helped.

One of his fondest memories is when
he introduced the Illinois Secretary of
State, Jesse White, and all the stu-
dents chanted ‘‘Champley needs a
raise. Champley needs a raise.”

Joe graduated from our high school,
Taylorville High School, in 1985, after
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having an outstanding career in ath-
letics. During Joe’s tenure as a three-
year starter on the basketball team,
the Tornadoes won an Apollo Con-
ference Championship and a regional
championship; and he happens to still
be 16th on the all-time Tornadoes scor-
ing list.

The Taylorville community, my com-
munity, is honored to have leaders like
Joe Champley. Joe is somebody who
has made a difference in so many lives,
and he is going to continue to do that
for many years to come.

I wish you the best, Joe, my friend.

————

REBUILDING OF AMERICA BEGINS
NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, we feel the
wind of history at our back this week
and next. This has been a long time
coming. Not since the mid-1960s have
we had such an opportunity to do so
many big, bold, and historic things as
we have in front of us right now; things
like paid family leave; modernizing and
rebuilding our K-12 public schools, tui-
tion-free community college, universal
pre-K; and injecting the single biggest
investment in our infrastructure in our
Nation’s history, roads, bridges, rail,
replacing water and sewer lines that
have been there for over a century,
taking out old gas lines that are dan-
gerous, leaded pipes that have literally
cost lives.

This is all right in front of us right
now, and here in the House, it hangs by
perhaps a few votes. Just one or two
votes may make the critical difference.

Every single one of these measures I
mentioned is popular, every single one.
And it is not just Democrats. Sixty-six
percent of Americans support the pack-
age I just described. That includes 61
percent of Independents, and even 39
percent of Republicans.

The American people get it. They
recognize that we must rebuild Amer-
ica, rebuild our infrastructure in terms
of our physical infrastructure and the
infrastructure of our society.

Now, some might ask, understand-
ably, okay, all these things sound
great, but how are you going to pay for
it?

Well, in the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, we just put our money where
our mouth is. We just put up vote after
vote to raise taxes on the richest one-
tenth of 1 percent; to raise the revenue
necessary to fund every single one of
the priorities that I just described.

I understand there are those who
want to keep things as they are; who
don’t believe we should invest in our
infrastructure; don’t believe we should
have paid family leave, even though
the rest of the industrialized world has
it and has for decades; don’t believe
that we should have funding for child
care.
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They want to keep the system the
way it is. They like the idea that there
was just a $2 trillion tax cut under the
previous administration, none of it
paid for and, according to CBO, 83 per-
cent of it going to the richest 1 per-
cent. They are fine with that.

But in terms of reforming our tax
system to make the richest Americans
pay their fair share and to use that
money to invest in the American peo-
ple, they are opposed to that.

Well, I proudly support it. This will
be one of the best votes I cast in my ca-
reer. This is an exciting, truly trans-
formative time in our Nation’s history.
It is now incumbent upon all of us in
the House, all of us in the Senate, to
seize this moment. The rebuilding of
America begins now.

———

ISRAEL’S IRON DOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, Israel’s
Iron Dome has saved countless lives
from barrages of missiles launched by
Hamas.

One would think that the majority
would understand this fact and recog-
nize the Iron Dome’s significance. How-
ever, after caving to the demands of
several of their own fringe members
yesterday, it is clear they don’t have a
clue.

Israel has always been a longstanding
ally to the United States, and now is
not the time to turn our back on Israel.

Madam Speaker, without question,
House Republicans are proud to stand
with Israel and the Jewish community.
Our alliance with them is a testament
to our shared values, and it should not
be forsaken under any circumstance.

WASHINGTON LIBERALS’ PERNICIOUS GRASP

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, there is
no issue small enough to escape Wash-
ington liberals’ pernicious grasp. For
one, anonymous bureaucrats demand
disgustingly low levels of salt and fat
in school lunches even though dieti-
cians acknowledge these ingredients
are part of a well-balanced diet.

House Democrats have also passed a
bill that would skim the top off work-
ers’ paychecks to line the pockets of
union bosses, even though those work-
ers are not even union members.

And most recently, Congressional
Democrats are pushing a $3.5 trillion
socialist wish list, which the New York
Times said ‘“‘would touch virtually
every American’s life, from conception
to aged infirmity.”

While these micromanagers are busy
finding new ways to interfere in your
personal decisions, dangerous totali-
tarian nations like China, Russia, and
Iran threaten individual liberties and
global prosperity. Democrats ought to
turn their attention to these existen-
tial concerns instead of seeking to im-
pose their agenda on free Americans.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ANSWERS

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the

American people deserve to Kknow
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